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ABSTRACT
(R. Andrews, 11-76)

1-3 North Potomac Street
Hagerstown erected circa 1820s
Washington County, Maryland renovated circa 1880s

This three story brick building with a bracketed cornice is
an important element in the streetscape of the Public Square area.
The building and the neighboring structure to the east, 2-4 North
Potomac Street, are termini for the avenue and lines formed by Potomac
Street which rises sharply to the north. The form of the building,
the textures and type of the building materials, and the placement of
the windows harmonize and contribute to the rhythm of 1lines set by the
other buildings in the northern half of Public Square. Restoration
of the original roof line and installation of sympathetic shop fronts
on the ground level would greatly enhance the visual 1mpact of the
building and Public Square.

Current analysis indicates that the building was erected
about the 1820s or 1830s as a two and a half story Neoclassical
influenced structure with a Tow hip roof on the east end and a gable
on the west end. In the late nineteenth century, the building was
raised to the present three stories and decorated with an Italianate
influenced bracketed cornice on the south and east elevations. The
first or ground floor has probably had shop fronts since the Civil War
period if possibly not from time of construction.
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CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
__EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED __UNALTERED X _ORIGINAL SITE
X_GOOD _RUINS X_ALTERED —MOVED DATE
_FAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Known as 1-3 North Potomac Street in Hagerstown, Washington County, the
building stands on the northwest corner of Public Square.

The building is a three story Neoclassical influenced brick structure which
faces on both North Potomac Street (east elevation) and Public Square (south
elevation). It has a flatish roof and an Italianate influenced bracketed cornice
along the south and east elevations. The first or ground story has modern store-
fronts (two along Potomac Street and one along Public Square) with the entrance to
the upper stories through a doorway located at the western end of the south facade.
The second and third stories of the street elevations each have four windows on the
east side and five on the south side.

Symmetrically arranged, the upper story windows of the street facades have
double-hung,wooden sashes with six-over-six 1lights, narrew frames, wooden sills,
and brick flat arches. The bricks of the second story arches are placed at a
sharper angle than those of the third story arches.

The bricks of the street elevation are laid in Flemish bond and are heavily
coated with paint. The first and second story bricks are of the larger type
commonly used in the Hagerstown area during the 1820s-1830s period. The third story
bricks are of the smaller type that appeared in the decades following the Civil War.

As shown in the late 1850s View of Hagerstown, Maryland by Sachse, this
building originally was two and a half stories high with a low hip roof on the east
end and a gable on the west end. The view also shows a jerkin-head window dormer
centered on the south side. The south elevation, however, is shown as having only
four instead of five windows, probably a mistake on the part of the artist. The
second story street elevations do appear to have the original fenestration arrange-
ments and possibly the original window frames and sashes.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
7> ®REHISTORIC'  ...ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  _RELIGION
.400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION —LAW __SCIENCE
—1500-1599 —-AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS __LITERATURE —SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 —ARCHITECTURE __EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 —ART _ENGINEERING —MusicC __THEATER
X_1800-1899 —COMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  __PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION
—1900- —COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —OTHER {SPECIFY)
—INVENTION

erected circa 1820s

: BUILDER/ARCHITECT
renovated circa 1880s

SPECIFIC DATES

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This three story brick building with a bracketed cornice is an important
element in the streetscape of the Public Square area. The building and the
neighboring structure to the east, 2-4 North Potomac Street, are termini for the
avenue and lines formed by Potomac Street which rises sharply to the north. The
form of the building, the textures and type of the building materials, and the
placement of the windows harmonize and contribute to the rhythm of lines set by
the other buildings in the northern half of Public Square. Restoration of the
original roof line and installation of sympathetic shop fronts on the ground
lTevel would greatly enhance the visual impact of the building and Public Square.

Current analysis indicates that the building was erected about the 1820s
or 1830s as a two and a half story Neoclassical influenced structure with a low
hip roof on the east end and a gable on the west end. In the late nineteenth
century, the building was raised to the present three stories and decorated with
an Italianate influenced bracketed cornice on the south and east elevations.

The first or ground floor has probably had shop fronts since the Civil War period
if possibly not from time of construction.

The original upper stories of the south or Public Square elevation are
shown in the late 1850s View of Hagerstown, Maryland by Sachse. The remodeled
building is visible in a Tate nineteenth century stereographic view of Public
Square on file at the Washington County Historical Society.

The present owner acquired the property in 1952.
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EEJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

The property measures approximately 37' x 43.6'.

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY
[§1F ORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
Ronald L. Andrews, Historic Preservation Consultant (mbe)
ORGANIZATION DATE
City of Hagerstown November 5, 1976
STREET & NUMBER . TELEPHONE
City Hall (301) 731-3200
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Hagerstown Maryland = 21740

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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entered into National Register 17 Jan. 1983
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1-3 North Potomac Street

Hagerstown
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Washington County, Maryland
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Public Square, showing Alexander Hu
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Public Squnare, Hagerstown, Md.
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Feldstéin, Albert L.
1984 Feldstein's Historic Postcard Album of Washington County, Maryland.
Commercial Press Printing Company, Cumberlanﬁf Maryland.
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1984 Feldstein's Historic Postcard Album of Washington County, Maryland.
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Public Square and Potomac Street, .
Hagerstown, Md.
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PUBLIC SQUARE AND SOUTH POTOMIC STREET, HAGERSTOWN, MD
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Feldstein, Albert L.

UBLIC SQUARE AND NORTH POTOMAC STREET, HAGERSTOWN, !.DL ;
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1984 Feldstein's Historic Postcard Album of Washington County, Maryland.
Commercial Press Printing Co., Cumberland. =
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